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6.2.4 Environment Effects Act 1978 
The Ministerial Guidelines for Assessment of Environmental Effects under the Environment Effects 
Act 1978 provide a range of criteria that can be used to determine whether an Environment Effects 
Statement (EES) may be required for a project.  Many of the listed potential effects that may 
warrant an EES for a project are related to flora and fauna issues. 

Conclusion

The Minister determined in late December 2007 that an EES was not required for the Sugarloaf 
Pipeline, subject to conditions.  

6.2.5 Net Gain - Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management – A Framework for 
Action

The main goal of Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management – A Framework for Action is to 
achieve a reversal, across the entire landscape of the long-term decline in the extent and quality of 
native vegetation, leading to a Net Gain.  In applying the Net Gain approach to protection and 
clearance decisions, a 3-step approach must be adhered to.  The three stages are described in order 
of priority below: 

The management of Native Vegetation has been a major focus for the Sugarloaf Pipeline Project, 
relating to both Melbourne Water’s commitment to sustainability and the project obligations under 
Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management Framework (the Framework).  The importance of native 
vegetation as a project consideration is also reflected in the high weighting assigned to the native 
vegetation component in the multi-criteria TBL (sustainability) assessments of each of the potential 
route options.  The process of avoidance, minimisation and offsetting as it relates to the Sugarloaf 
project is further detailed below. 

1. Avoidance 

Avoidance of native vegetation was undertaken as the first step in native vegetation management 
for the project.  All areas of native vegetation (as previously mapped by DSE) where included in 
the project GIS for consideration in relation to infrastructure sitings and route options.  The DSE 
vegetation mapping was subsequently checked in the field for validity of EVC and the ecological 
attributes of these areas recorded (in terms of quality, measured as Habitat Hectares). 

Where possible, native vegetation has been avoided, with several of the preliminary route options 
where native vegetation was present, having been given a low priority at this stage.  This can be 
demonstrated in the following alignment priorities:   

� Classification of Option B2 (Frog Ponds Road) where White Box, Yellow Box Grassy 
Woodlands (Grassy Woodlands) has been identified as a low priority option,  
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� Classification of the Hunts Land Option (G2) where significant roadside vegetation and a 
recognised biodiversity corridor occurs as a low priority option, and  

� Classification of H1 and H3 from the Christmas Hills escarpment and the approach to the 
Sugarloaf Reservoir as a low priority option. 

2. Minimisation 

Minimisation is the second management requirement for vegetation management under the 
Framework.  Minimisation is required where avoidance is not possible.  Unavoidably, the preferred 
pipeline alignment passes through Toolangi State Forest.  This option was decided upon due to the 
low point in the Great Dividing Range and the resulting reduction in pumping and related 
power/carbon emission issues.  Where the preferred alignment intersects areas of native vegetation, 
clearance will be minimised through: 

� Reducing construction corridor to bare minimum within areas of native vegetation (standard 
construction corridor requires 30m, minimum corridor may be as narrow as 15m); 

� Potential tunnelling within Toolangi State Forest would result in a variety of project benefits, 
including minimising the extent of vegetation removal within the area. 

3. Offsetting Vegetation Loss 

Where vegetation loss is unavoidable and efforts to avoid and minimise have been exhausted, 
native vegetation clearance must be offset in accordance with the Framework, subject to DSE 
approval.  The Alliance is currently developing an Offset Management Plan, whereby the final 
alignment and construction footprint will be considered in relation to the native vegetation present 
along the alignment.  The final OMP will be produced at a time when a full understanding of 
vegetation loss can be derived from the final alignment with associated work methods, so a 
complete picture of vegetation loss can be understood.  Discussions have already begun with a 
variety of organisation to establish where Habitat Hectare credits can be found and applied to the 
project, so the required ‘Net Gain’ in vegetation can be presented in accordance with the 
framework.  To date such discussions have been initiated with: 

� Yarra Ranges Shire Council; 

� Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority; and 

� Port Phillip and Westernport CMA (Yarra for Life) 
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Conclusion

The Sugarloaf Pipeline Project requires Net Gain offsets as part of the planning process under 
Victoria’s Native Vegetation Management – A Framework for Action. As the final pipeline 
alignment has not been determined, a final Net Gain Assessment has not yet been completed.   

Next Steps 
Once the Net Gain Assessment is complete, The Alliance will need to undertake appropriate Net 
Gain offsets in agreement with DSE and in accordance with Victoria’s Native Vegetation 
Management – A Framework for Action (DSE 2003a). 

6.2.6 Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 
The purpose of the Catchment and Land Protection (CALP) Act 1994 is as follows: 

� To set up a framework for the integrated management and protection of catchments; 

� To encourage community participation in the management of land and water resources; 

� To set up a system of controls on noxious weeds and pest animals; and 

� To repeal and amend various Acts concerning catchment and land management. 

Conclusion:

Proper implementation of construction mitigation measures under an Environment Management 
System for pest and weed control and erosion protection, in particular, should enable compliance 
with responsibilities under the CALP Act. 

6.2.7 Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 
The Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 is a key piece of legislation used to manage activities that 
occur within National Parks and other reserves attributed to the crown.  Commonwealth areas 
managed by Parks Victoria (e.g. Kinglake National Park) are present within the study area however 
are not affected by the Project.   

Conclusion:

Two reserves, Pert’s Reserve (reserved under Crown Land (Reserves) Act  and Killingworth Road 
Reserve (unreserved under Crown Land (Reserves) Act) are managed under the Crown Land 
(Reserves) Act 1978 by Parks Victoria.  If these two reserves are managed under this Act, a permit 
will be required under this Act for the Project, where activities are planned within these areas.   
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7. Conclusions and Next Steps 
This report contains the findings of the flora and fauna assessments for the Sugarloaf Pipeline 
Project to date (8 February).  It should be noted that the final pipeline alignment has not been 
determined and the flora and fauna assessments within the pipeline option corridors are continuing.  
Despite this, several environmental effects of the project have been reported in Chapter 5.  It is 
evident from the current stage of field investigations that the Sugarloaf Pipeline Project will: 

� Require the removal of large areas of remnant native vegetation of at least high conservation 
significance (particularly throughout Toolangi State Forest) if tunnelling is not feasible; 

� Require the removal and result in the fragmentation of high quality fauna habitat (particularly 
throughout the Toolangi State Forest) if tunnelling is not feasible; 

� Require the removal of native vegetation, including eight threatened EVCs if tunnelling is not 
feasible; and 

� Have an effect on threatened flora and fauna species (including on at least 2 EPBC listed 
species, 9 FFG listed species and 26 DSE listed species). 

The design of the Sugarloaf Pipeline Project aims to avoid and/or minimise disturbance to areas of 
very high and high conservation significance as much as possible. Attempts to avoid all vegetation 
should be made where possible. Where vegetation cannot be avoided, clearance must be off-set in 
accordance with the Victorian Native Vegetation Management Framework.  Where removal of 
native vegetation is unavoidable, further survey (outlined below) must be undertaken prior to 
construction to minimise impacts.  An Off Set Management Plan is currently being prepared. 

The field investigations for the Sugarloaf Pipeline Project have detected threatened species and 
communities throughout the pipeline corridor.  At present, some sections of the corridors remain 
unsurveyed.  The Alliance is investigating opportunities for siting the pipeline alignment to avoid 
and/or minimise the loss of native vegetation.  Ongoing investigations will facilitate detailed design 
and construction techniques.  Therefore, the next steps are: 

� Complete detailed field investigation of ecological values of the preferred option corridors to 
clarify the extent and condition of native vegetation throughout these areas and determine the 
location of other important ecological features (e.g. wetlands, hollow-bearing trees) in the 
vicinity of the preferred option corridors; 

� Conduct targeted survey throughout areas of the preferred option corridors where threatened 
flora species are known or predicted to occur; 

� Complete targeted surveys throughout areas of the pipeline corridors where threatened fauna 
species are known or predicted to occur.  Particularly Striped Legless Lizard, Growling Grass 
Frog, Brown Toadlet and Southern Toadlet throughout the pipeline alignment; 
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� Complete the Net Gain and Off Set Management Plans; 

� Investigate additional options where; 

� existing options have high unavoidable values, and 

� lower impact options are known or suspected to occur near by. 
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